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A Study on the Discussion and Debate Learning Model
based on Michel Paul Foucault's Parrhesia

Choi, Jun-Ho
Jeonbuk National University, Dept. of Sociology

(Abstract)

Purpose: This study aims to explore strategies for establishing an improved discussion and debate models based
on Foucault's epistemology and his emphasis on 'Practice of Parrhesia’ which claims in the truth game theory as
theoretical and methodological basis when devising discussion and debate class models at schools. Method: This
study collected and analyzed academic papers, books, and research reports as domestic and foreign precedent
studies through literature research methods, recognized the importance of discussion and debate classes at school,
and applied Foucault's epistemology and Parrhesia's practice emphasized by him theoretically and methodically to
explore strategies for new discussion and debate models. Results: First, the discussion and debate process in
school education was an educational activity that has important meanings in student subjectivity, transformational
competence, and realization of equity. Second, in devising the improved discussion and debate model based on
critical reflection on the limitations of democracy, rationality, and objectivity emphasized in the existing
educational situation and environment, Foucault's epistemology and the theoretical and methodology of 'Practice
of Parrhesia emphasized by him were very suggestive and meaningful. Third, in order to secure discussion and
debate process to activate the practice of Parrhesia, it is necessary to establish a public opinion field that can
guarantee the safety according to the statement so that any opinion is rejected or criticized. Conclusion; It is
necessary to improve both external and internal factors for the new discussion and debate class model in a
balanced manner by providing all the participants with psychological safety and confidence that can shake off
the fear of rejection and criticism. Especially, for the discussion and debate classes based on Foucault's Parrhesia,
it is emphasized that the dialogue maxim for the practice of free speech needs to be newly reconstructed.
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